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h<-The following estay on the duration of the word the blackness of a crow; that an apple ts sweet, | speak 
aionion is taken from the ‘Philadelphia Universalist of the sweetness of an apple; that I have my daily 
Magazine ;” in which dissertation we hope our cor- bread, { speak of bread for a day; that | pay my year- 
respondent “Pra:moneo” will find something relating ‘y rent, | speak of rent fore year. In all these exam- 
to his queries—which we promised to notice some ples, and ever so many more as might be given, it will 
be perceived that the adjective and noua or substan- 
tive mean exactly the same thing when they refer to | 
the seme subject. So if I should say asonton punish- | 
DURATION OF AIONION. /ment, or aioncon fe, | should speak of punishment or 
, life lasting for an aion, i. e. lasting for an AGE: and 
Two writers have lately appeared in the (Boston) nothing more ; for this plain avd obvious reason, be- 
Universalist Magazine, one signed ‘6, and the other | (166 qionion cannot mean, as an adjective, any thing 
‘R. C****,* on the duration of the word azonton,| yore than what is expressed by aion, the substantive 
which is differently rendered in the scriptures, but eM" | tom which it is derived. Now, notwithstanding Mr. 
erally everlasting or efernal. | Parkhurst says, (i. e. in one sense in which this word 
The question Grst stated by 9,’ (if my memory serves | ;. used) “both in the singular and plural it signifies 
me, for the number which contains it does not now lay | > 


> is ** ng does atonton mean when ap- A 
before me) 1 How long P |can any word, which may be used in the plural number, 


ar 1 “ohte ? at ro en appli Se : ‘ A 

plied to the righteous? and how long oye pplied to signify elernzly, either in the singular or plural? Eler- 
» @iotkad 2% se discussior some i is ; 

the wicked?” The discussion has been of some Con) nity is simple continuance—and alth ugh we may say 

siderable time pending, and has been conducted With | eternity past or eternily fulure; yet we cannot say 





time since—we shall conclnde this essay im a future 
number; not having room to insert it entire thts 
week, 


| 


efernity, whether past, or fo come,” | would ask, how 





considerable ability on both sides, in which (rf I recol- 
lect right) some others have taken a part. The ques- 
{ion was undoubtedly proposed, as one involving insu- 
perable difficulties on the part of Universalism, and one 
which, as was supposed, could not be reconciled with 
that doctrine. The answer of ‘R. C****,’ however, 
has been perfectly satisfactory, on that head, and (par- 
ticularly his last, found in the Magazine of Saturday, 
November 24th) is, as 1 deem it, conclusive and unan- 
swerable. But nevertheless, I think be has conceded 
to ‘4,> more than was necessary, and that they are 
both agreed in a point altogether untenable. ‘R.C.? 
says to * 6,’ ‘According to your reasoning, the question 


ought to have been put thus, viz. ‘ How long does) 


tionton mean in the Greek language?’ This question, 
sir, is now very easily answered indeed, for when 
aienion stands alone by ifself, or we may say, consid- 


ered entirely separate fromm the substantive, then it 


efernilies past nor elernities futuce. Aud if we mean 
to include the past and future, <iii. ‘i is but one eler- 
mely. Itis a mistake therefore, that either aion or 
aiones, Cal In any one instance, strictly speaking, mean 
elernity, but simply age or ages, which may be longer 





or shorter, bat never endless. Mr. Parkhurst is more 
| correct when he says, ‘.42oon in the LXX generally 
janswers to the Hebrew [word] olim, which denotes 
{time hidden from man, whether indefinite er defin ‘e, 
| whether past or future.”? In this | believe he is per- 
| fectly correct ; and therefore * R. C.” 1s, in part, cor- 
| rect in saying that ‘when aionion is used as an adjective 
‘(in which sense it is always used) to qualify any sub- 
| stantive, then it is used according to the nature or qual- 
ity of that substantive ;*? that is, its meaning, being in 
itself indefinite, has no quality to extend the meaning 
/of any eubstantive beyond its own nature, which may 
| be very limited; so, on the other hand, the nature of 
‘the subject cannot aller the abstract meaning of the 
' term, which, however indefinite, is still limited, because 
its root is limited. We can form no definite idea of 


means what Parkhurst says it does, ‘ eternal, having | 
neither beginning nor end, eternal without end,’ &c.&c. | eternity; for if we could, we should thereby limit it. 
But when aionzon is an adjective (for it always belongs | But God, who inbabiteth eternity, must necessarily ex- 
(9 this part of specch) to qualify any substantive, then | ist, or live, through all times, ages or dispensations of 











it is used according to the nature or quality of the sub- | 


stanfive, either in alimsfed or unlimited sense.” Now, 
notwithstanding the deference due to learned lexicog- 
rapbers, yet] am not satisfied with what they have 
written on this subject; and it is very possible that 
they have given some of their definitions, and this 
among the number, more from the force of an early 
education, which had previously biased their minds in 
favor of those opinions, than from a consideration of the 
nature and philosophy of language. Lexicons are 
founded on the use of words, and not the use of words 
on lexicons. Yea, the use of words, in every language, 


existed, and had become established by custom, long | 
before lexicons could exist. Lexicons, therefore, are | 


useful to the unlearned only : the learned make lexicons, 
but are not instructed by them. Hence, if we want 


{o find the true meaning of words, we must go to the! 


language itself, in which those words are used, rather 
than to lexicons: in doing which, we have aright to 
avail ourselves of all the light (and we have reason to 
be thankfu) for it) which lexicons afford us on this sub- 
ject. Itis a fixed principle, which | believe will bold 
good in all languages, that no adjective can mean any 
thing more than the substantive from which it is deriv- 
ed; hence, when I say that snow is while, ! speak of 
the whiteness of snow; that a crow is black, 1 speak of 


|time; and therefore there is no more impropriety ia 
|applying the adjective aionion to him, than there 
| would be in applying the adjective great to him; and 
yet, after all, it does not necessarily fol’.w that great 
either does or can, in any obe instance, means infi- 
' nete.* 
| Tam well aware that these arguments are not sup- 
_ported by lexicons, to which ‘6’ seenis to pay so 
|much deference, yet I believe they are supported by 
}reason and the nature of things; if they are not so, | 
| should like, for one, to be convinced of the fact : there- 
‘fore, if the editor of the (Boston) Universalist Magazine 
will be so obliging as to insert the above in his useful] 
_ work, it is possible that | may be able to obtain some 
further light on this important subject. K. 


*(-3>The note connected with the above essay will be 
‘published in our next. 
> 

Melancholy Occurrence !—On Sunday morning last, 
(Feb. 17) between the hours of two and four, the dwell- 
ing house of Mr. Job Litchfield, in Scituate, Mass. was 
consumed by fire; and awful to relate, Mr. Litchfield 
and wife (the former 70 and the latter 88 years of age,) 
perished in the econflagation! Mrs. Powers, who lived 
with them in the capacity of house-keeper, was awak- 
ened by the dismal glare and roaring of the flame, and 
with difficulty made her escape, just as the fire was 
/burstang through the walls afher apartment. The a- 
|larm was given too late, for any assistance, in saving its 
aged inhabitants.—Boston paper. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—-As Mr. Ballou has seen fit to publish a corres- 
pondence between him and myself; and from the con- 
clusions he has drawn in his address to you, and in his 
reply to me, appears determined to drive me if possible, 
into a public controversy ; if you will give this a place 
in your paper, his evident wish to display bis superiority 
shall be gratified. ' 


“After whom is the king of Israel come out ? After 
whom dost thou pursue? Aflera dead dog, after € 
flea.’—Davip. 


Sir,—I am sensible that my abilities are smal), and 
that |] know but very little; and furthermore, I have 
never been in the habit of exercising my one small talent 
in this way until quite lately. I, therefore, must ne- 
cessarily labor under a great disadvantage in repelling 
this your attack. And! would not now undertake it, 
were it not that I view the doctrine you preach, and 
‘‘pretend”’ to believe, that is, that all will, and must in- 
evitably be saved, to be so directly im opposition to all 
we can know of God, either by his works of creation, 
in his providence, or the knowledge we can derive of 
him from the scriptures, that in my opinion it can re- 
quire but smali abilities to expose the absurd sophistry 
its advocates must necessarily invent and impose upon 
the public, in lieu of sound reason and solid sense, while 
endeavoring to prove that there is no danger of that 
destruction happening which our Lord and his apostles 
preached as an event that it was quite propable would 
take place. 

In respect to your questions, ! might answer and say, 
‘Art thou a master in Israel and knowest not these 
things?” It is evident that you did not submit those 
guestions for information, but merely to draw me into 
a controversy, that you might have the pleasure and sat- 
isfaction of picking me to picces, and exposing my ig- 
norance, and afterwards laying me aside in the same 
manner, as | am told, you have done others before me, 


‘*Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls 


of the air, and to the beasts of the fleld.”” 

Your first qnestion, ‘‘Whether you can discover any 
thing in the text which naturally suggests any thing a- 
gainst the final reconciliation of all men to God.” It 
is not for me to prove or show the negative, or what 
the text is against, but for you to support the affirma- 
tive, if you can, and show that God had reconciled al) 
men unto himself, or that he will finally accomplish this 
object. 

Your second question, “If you allow that God reallg 
undertook to reconcile the world unto himself, can you 
consistently with this contend, that he will not finally 
effect and bring about this reconciliation??? Answer. 
If God undertook to effect, and bring about this recon- 
ciliation, in the same manner he formed the worlds— 
spoke and it was done, it is no doubt accomplished— 
But, if on the other hand, he treats us as rational and 
intelligent beings, with power to do or not to do, to ac- 
cept or reject an offered gift, with certain conditions, 
apd limitations annexed ; then, if, on our part, these 
have not been acceded to, it follows, of course, that the 
recenciliation is not effected, is not complete. 

Question third. ‘‘What you think of the hereafter 
state of all the millions of mankind who lived. and died 
before Christ made this atonement? and also, what 
you think of the hereafter state of the millions of the 
human family who have lived and died since that great 
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work was accomplished, but never heard one word]say unto you, will seek 
about it in all their lives??? The apostle Pau! has an-{ wle.’ 
swered this question very ploinly in his epistle to the 
Rom. 2d ch. 10—12. ‘But glory, honor, and peace, 
to every man that worketh good ; 
also to the Gentile; for there is no respect of persons | should not be fo 
with God, for as many as have sinned without law, shall world to come. M it. xii 31 tea 32. 
also perish without Jaw ; and as many as have sinned in What did the 
the law, shall be judged by the law.” 
think, mend this. 
factory. 


to enter in and 


Question 2d. 
form me, if al] manner of sins are to be forgiven all men, 
to the Jew first, and | with what ay ede e pies said there was 


‘ 


Question Sd. apostle Paul mean, 


I cannot, | 
I hope you will receive it as satis- | them that perish f olisiness.”? Again, 





‘For we are unto God a sweet savor of (¢ 

. . hat are saved, and in thein that perish: 
And as to your fourth and last question, respecting | eee ee ‘ een 
% - . ‘ ; are a sav rd atl to { wat j all ; tier A 
énfants. 1 leave them where | find them, in the hand , ®F® @ Savor of weath sh o death, and to the other the | 
of Him who can do no wrong. 


‘savor of life unto lie. 


f 
shall not be | any 
Will you have the goodness, sir, to in- 


asin which 


given neither in this world, nor in the 


when | quirer after the true interpretation of the 
Y: said, 1 Cor. J 1s, * {his prea hing of the cross js to! 


' 
2 Cor. nw 15 16, 
hrist in them |< 


to the one we | 


| Question 4th and last. Is not God a uniform, un- 
My letter to you of the 6th inst. I confess, was writ- . . = 


ic} hanging being ? ifso, is he not the 
ten without much consideration, or deliberation, or a 
thought of its ever appearing before the public. If) 
had known the man with whom I had to contend, I, 
should have been more on my guard; however, it hes | 
ood lesson—to beware of him, that com- 
ay ae . " ‘| - § Naved fom fetid wise a great part of the miseries of the human family 
n so smooth, only words ave Sir Gs, | : , Pg 43 iy 
yor s oe *| derive their origin from the same source ? if so, is it not 
I might, with very little trouble, have quoted an au- . Fim. ar bite Me 
ra » > sis t asoni e supp ~ ) vo 
thority to support my offensive assertion from H. Ad- » ev ~ligoas mapeceudcsatiehe aeitapmapeet tagline - bec ieee ane rat 
T di ‘ , Abe oan well being may depend upon our receiving or rejecting 
ams, p. 287. he conclu ing sentence © e para-, | realy offered gif, 
graph. ‘‘And this sacrifice of Jesus is all-sufficient ee" ae “rg . 
| c ac soine arranscae 5 oO -aVe Iwh © 
without any act of ours, either mental or external.” | ee ee ee ee 
J ’ { M { 5th ful ] for r three weel 
Monday Loth juit.| for two or three wee 
had notice of the 


i tures, that we 
(dence? if so, do not the 


abuse of means p laced by him in our hands 


brought within our reach ? 


To your reply of 6th inst. If you sent it to me, I 
never received it, and if 1 hed, I do not think I should 1 could not, therefore, devote to it quite so much lime, 
have noticed it, neither edd { now, otherwise, than itl thes Ati ite Niel wah, Oe iis fhe 
to inform you that your sly end nccingagg emgage ares=~ however, I will pay due attention to any communica- 
such as “laboring for public good” —**parsimouious of 45 you may favor me with, and will endeavor to use 
time,” &c. I give to the winds. I fec] underno obliga-| 2) the means in say patter 00 open your eyes and i 
tions to you; neither shall | be very tenacious about 


publication of ovr correspond<ace.— 


struct your real or ‘*pretended”’ ignorance in the beau- 
compliments. I am very plain, and must speals blont, ty, the consistency, and the excellency of the goed | 
to the point—neither am I to be beguiled by 


your iN | old way, viz. Kepent at i he hh: 


sticedd angel 
sae Usdre WY I uf t4eCG, asl 


° . | 
same in the scrip- 
tind him in creation, and in his provi- 
greater part of our comforts 
‘and happivess, here op earth, depend upon the use or 
and like- | 


ks, before 1} 


| 
f 





ae 


SOE Ie 
person to make it obvious, to any candid and Uns 
prejudiced mind, that this prophesy has the leas 


: t allu- 
sion to any thipg except the destruction of the Jews 
| But, however, as your correspondent pledves himself 
\' that if any of your readers should feel dissatisfied with 
| the arguments advanced, he will take 


l the prophesy from beginning 


ve 


up and explain 
toend; J, as an in- 


divine oracles 
heaven, would sincerely solicit an exposi 


= ” of the 
whole prophesy, if the one who thus pledges himself is 


issured that he can give satisfaction io those who will 
) uM dge imy partially, on this all a sul je et. As 
) Justitia has made mention of the underpart of the pre 
phe SV, ] would ask him to be so k nd, as he puss 
along with bis discussion, to give an account of the 
per part, in contrary distinction from the underpart 

To me it is most apparent, that 


tthe doctrine of Fi 
TURE PUNISHMENT, whether limited or endless, canu.¢ 


the. 
i 


be supported upon any other principle, than a reven 
ful disposition in the Father of our spirits 
ask, for what punishment can be designed in a state 
where sin will never be permitted to ent 


> for | would 


ask a kind parent, if his child should tran gress | 


great a degree, it he 
ish it, were he satisfied 
would 


commands tn ever so would pun 
, beyond a doubt, that the child 
never again deviate, in the smallest di 


rree, from 
the paths of virtue? All will answer. that they t 
could not punish in this case, consistently witb the dus 
'ty of parents to their children. Why then aul 
this character to the God of heaven and earth? for 1 





one will pretend, that man will be lisble to sin in the 
eternal world; therefore if God punish at 


' . . . 
ind it out of some revenge, Which he lias laid 


But atop , this is blasplhe mail 
ier in heaven, who is good to all 


ithe creature. 
‘at! 


ry 


iis; and whose tend: 


p you shall be ; mercies are over all Lis works. 
sinuating and complimenting manner. Astoyourcom- oped, JACOB TIDD } | Still wtation: eet ene ike sicdes bei. these win 
. rs 5 she AD eo. tt , ar ‘4 : A } ' } . 
plaint that you could not understand what [ me: obs | AEs ee rALTOT, , beheve that God will punish some in the eternal world, 
endeavored to speak plain, but there is ne son blind as | prove that ein will exiet there, and then 1 will readile 
eaf as those who will not hear. | ee) 2 Ce Wear Pee ; : 
those that won’t see, or deaf as those w! not hear | j accede to he doctrine of punishment in that state; but 
, > la Mi ‘ nHcre Or = } . ® . - . . 
Now, therefore, in euler that you may no long ger com | | until then, to say, that God will punish his creatures iu 
$ it . FOR THE UNIVER IST MAGAZINI , rs. Se , 
plain of i Focus Lang tae - opeak in : pla repr: lan | ad eternity,;wonld be like undertaking to prove an effect, 
uage of inspiration, and make you acquainted wi th } ; ss i a oe . 

guag ~~ ait ‘ wig. ’ Mr. Lditor,-——Through the medium of your useful pa- | without its necessary cause, M.B.B 
your duty, as a preacher of the gospel (if indeed you | ' . 

yi tin ic adentalislen ddliveced. xa- | P*" | would take the liberty to suggest a few queries 
are one,) by quot: ou ris delivered, an- ae 

2 SY 4 gy ; ‘in relation to a piece in the last Magazine, on the sub- | —_: a 
ciently, by our great Head to the first preacher of this 

. 3 ject of future punishment, No. 3, written over the sig- 
gospel. ‘*Go ye into all the world and preach the gos- oe ae ee cei abiliile dameatte 
‘ a jmature of * Justitia.” He says, in his communication, | THE USIVERS 

pel to every creature. He that believeth and is bap- 


tised shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be | . 
- howev- 
damned.” IJ never yet attempted to establish a righte- 

; ler, that the forms of expression, and the images made 

ousness of my own. I disclaim all pretentions to it, and | 
; | use of, are for the most part, applicable also to the day 

am perfectly satisfied if 1 may be clothed with the righ-| 
Kewmae . ; of judgment; and no doubt an allusion to that great 

teousness of Christ. | 


sete levent, as a kind of secondary object, 
s uestions, s 
As I have now answered your questions, “it has come _most every part of the prophesy.” 


into my mind,” thatit is my turn to ask sasihininn and | of thi 
I think you can have no objection, as you sat the ex- 
ample, and as it appears to be your forte. 


} 
| 
! 
| 
Question Ist. Did not the Jews and Gentiles, when : between them, as the reader will perceive on examina- | 
Christ was on earth, believe in future punishment? if) tion. He says, in substance, in the first clause of bis |; 
so, what would be the most obvious construction of| communication, that some have believed that this pro- | 
{ 


| speaking in relation to the destruction of the city ol 
Jerusalem, as follows; ‘‘It is readily admitted, 


runs through al- 
1 forbear speaking 
is quotation as comparing it with the first clause of | 








his communication, because | think he must have made 
a mistake, as there appears to be a plain contradiction 


those passages which he delivered ” thei under this | phesy, in part, relates to the great day of retribution ; 
impression; such as Mat. xxvii 33, ‘Ye serpents, ye} put his very next words are; ‘ am far from this opinion.’ 
generations of vipers! how cap ye escape the damna-} Pherefore as Justitia has said, that it is far from his 
. . =< ‘ t+ «2 ° s . . ’ 
tion of hell?” Luke xii 4 and o, ‘And | say unto you opinion that this propbesy relates to a day of final re- 
my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, 


Y> | tribution, and then proceeds to predicate his arguments 
and after that have no more that they can do: but | | upon this prophesy, in support of fulure judgment! and 


will forewarn ye whom he shall fear: fear Lim, which punishment, I would solicit him 
af er he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell: explanation of the same. 


: yea 
: im.?? ; ; 
Psuy unto you fear him, I shall now proceed to-notice the clause cited, in 


Now, sir, can you tell me 
with what propriety Christ could warn them of, and to} which he has stated that the prophesy has allusion to 
the great day of judgment, about which there has been 


fear that which exists only in imagination? Would it 

not have been the part of an bonest man, to have]. much said in the christian world. 
spoken the truth, and undeceived them, if they were in| .,, bold, as 

an error, and not, by his precepts, tend further to mis- | and ask him, by what authority he states, that any part 
Jead them; more especially, when they put the ques-| of the prophesy, of which he speaks, has the smallest 
tion direct, by inquiriag how many should be saved?| ajjusion to a day of judgment, other than that in which 
Did he not confirin them in this error, by saying unto! the city of Jerusalem was actually destroyed? In my! 
them, ‘strive to enter in at the strait gute, for many, 





to give the public an 





I} would bere be 
just to intrude upon the premises of Justitia 














SALIST MAGAZINE 


TO “4 READER.” 


By the writings of our Saviour, I only meant to 
convey the ids story of him, as record by the E vang re]- 
lists. 

l regret, however, that the ingenuity of your very 
should not have found 
something more weighty to object to, as | am well sat- 
isfied that he is pe tleetly in o} pc sition to the 
would wish to maintain. Tt is 


discriminating correspondent, 


doctrine I 
true his communication 
borders upon that degree of Jevity, which is altogether 
inconsistent with sobriety, decorum, or religion. Sub- 
jects of this kind should never, in my humble opinion, 
be treated with apatiy, levity or indifference. 
JUSTITIA. 


———e 0 ae 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





A CONSISTENT CALVINIST. 
The Rev. Mr. W. a disciple of Calvin, 
to frequent fits of msanity. 


was subject 
One day, he entered the 
pulpit, and addressed his congregation in these words 


rds: 
“My mother lives on Connecticut River; and if I 


should see her damn’d this minute, and thunder’d 
down to the bottom of hell, there to remain to all eter- 


nity, | should say amen to it.” 


E. B. K. 


Charity, like the sun, brightens every object on 


; bummb! le opinion, it would be a very di‘icujt matter for; which it shines 


« 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





FUTURE PUNISHMENT.—WNo., 4. 

Mr. Editor,—!In my last 
remarks particularly relating to the day of judgment— 
as also a few observations relating to the prophesy of 
the destruction of the city of Jerusalem. In this, J 
shall confine myself more closely to the fact of future 
rewards and punishments. 

It certainly must be very obvions to every candid 
and discerning reader that our Savionr, as well as his 
apostles did emphatically teach this doctrine. Why i 
it that we find in the sacred writings passages like the 
fullowing—which we presume no one, versed in theol- 


e . 4 | 
ogy, or acquainted with the languages in which the 


scriptures were originally written, will deny but that} 


they relate to a future state of rewards and punishments. 


| 
St. John, in his gospel 5th ch. 23 and 29th verses, thus | 
wrifes. ** Marvel not at this; for the hour is —- 

; 


in the which, all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have cone good, 
it have done 


anto the resurrection of life ; and they th 


evil unto the resurrection of damnation.”? 1 Cor. xv} 
52, ‘In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the | 


last trump; [for the trumpet shall sound ;] and the 
dead shall be raised,’ &c, Péter ii 2,9, * The Lord 


knoweth how to deliver the g: dly out of temptations, | 


and to reserve the unjus/ unto the day of judgment, to 


be } unished.” z Peter i 10 and iz. * But the day of 


} 


the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the | 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, | 
ind the works that are therein shall be burnt up: see- | 


ing then that all these things shall he dissolved, what 


manner of persons onght ye to be in all holy conversa- 


tion and godliness?? Rev. xx 12, * And I saw the 


} 1] “ i 

dead, small and ere at, stand 
rc tor ye . "1 } oti ~~} 

books were opened ; ano ani ther bo 

7 


? 1 the di 


which is the book of life; an 


out < f these books, which were written in the b oks ac- 


: i 
cording to their works.’ Mat. xii ‘But I say unto 


you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give an acconnt thereof in the day of judgment. 
Passages of this kind are too numerous in the sacred 
writings to leave room for a doubt, in the mind of every 
fair and candid reader, that they do not relate to a fu- 
ture day of judgment and final retribution. By idle 
words, our Saviour undoubtedly meant, false, lying and 
malicious words, such as those, which the lVharisees a 
few minates before applied to him. 

Though in this passage the phrase, idle words, refers 
more immediately to the malignant caluniny of the 
Pharisees against Jesus ; yet it unquestionably imcludes 
all false, slanderous, and vindictive accusations of our 
neighbor ; all conversation, which is in any respect re- 
pugnant to the principles of trnth, decency, or purity 


of heart. All discourses of this de script) mare evident 
ly inconsistent with the sonetity of oor religion, ané! 
will of consequence subject us to God’ 


‘Wherefore | sa. 


s disple.si 
here, and his judgments hereafter. 
unto you, all manner of sin and blasphemy, shall be for- | 
given unto men; but the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost, shall not be forgiven unto men. 
ever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shal?) 
be forgiven him; but whosoever speaketh against the. 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come.’ This is a very 


And whoso- | 


important passage of scripture iv several points of view. | 


Before [ attempt to explain what our Saviour means to 
imply by sin against the Holy Ghost, I would allude to, 
the fact, that is indirectly implied in this verse, that sin she mistaken ! 
is sometimes forgiven in a future state of existence. 

Hlad there never been, at any period of the world, a| 
possibility that this sin might be committed—our Sa- | 
viour would never bave expressed himself in'the man- 


ner ne did, and left this alarming passage in the record upwards, and her hands clasped together,—h«e r brow ' 


of the divine will, His meaning, however, apparently | 


is, that there is no other sin oF blasphemy, which | 


number I submitted some | 


the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in the which | 


vefore God; and the] 
k was opened, | 


. ' 
id were judged | 


/apparently thought of herself. 


vation of mind, but that it may 


irgues so total a depr. 
‘ , , 
be repented of and forgiven. He who sha!l speak 


against the Son of God, or, may not he convinced by 


is preaching, may yet be afterwards converted by the 


power of the Holy Ghost, by the miracles, which he 
enables me and my disciples to work, and maz obtain 
remission of his sins, But that person, who shall see 


miracles worked before 


eyes—and resist this last 

method of conviction—and revile these most apparent 

and evident operations of the spirit: 
I j 


son of his own mind, and the dictates of 


f God, in opposi- 
tion to the rei 
; his Own conscience; such a person has no further 
}means left by which he may be ecnvinceed, and brought 
to repentance, and therefore cannot be forgiven; but 
‘isin danger of eternal damnation.” 

From this explanation of this passage of our Saviour, 
itappeers that there is no just grounds for the appre- 
hensions sometimes indulzed by muny scrupulous, yet 
pious minds, that they may themselves, at the present 
day, be guilty ef the great sin here declared unnardon- 
able; for it will be readily observed, that it is confined 
solely and exclusively, to the crime, of which the 
Pharisees had just been guilty, by attributing those 
miracles to the agency of demons, which were wronght 
by the spirit of God before their eyes. ‘That there were 
those who lived and died, as infidels in that, and sub- 
sequent ages, history I think will furnish sufficient evi- 
— JUSTITIA, 
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Mr. Editor,—There is nothing more common among 
* professing christians,’ than the practice of expressing 
itheir extreme sorrow for sin ;—this of itself is very 
| well, for we all know that sin is odious both in the eyes 
| of God and man: but the subject of self-abasement, is 


| commonly carried too far. They attempt to degrade 
one of the noblest of creatures that Ged has been 
pleased to create, a being endowed with the greatest 
| faculties, and who was made to enjey everlasting hap- 
i (o own us as bis 


pine ss, God himself has been ple 


children, and has condescended that we shall call him 


‘our Father.’ Now, Task, if our Father has seen pro- 
per to call us bis children, a peculiar people, it is just 
that we should by our conversation so degrade the hu- 
man race, as to make it appear, that even the beasts 
| that roam the deserts, are far superior to us, the child- 
ren of God? Those who hold to such opinions I ad- 
vise to forbear, for while they attempt to degrade MAN, 


they cannot do it without insulting the Most High. 





| Notwithstanding, Mr. Editor, all their anathemas a- 
cainst themselves, and the human race, ] very much 
doubt, whether the real feelings of their hearts, corres- 
pond with the idea that is conveyed by their expres- 
sions. This I can illustrate by a well-known fact, 


Baother member of 





“Lich happened in Boston. 
ii * orthodox church,’ in that town, paid a visit to one 


of his sisters in the faith. During the evening, their 


conversation, generally, was on religious subjects. At} 


the close of the conversation, she expressed what she 


as a base sinner, deserving to be shut out from heaven. 
She also expressed her grewi doubis whether she was 
elected to be eternally happy, or to be forever misera- 
ble. In consequence of this being addressed to a broth- 
er, it was natural for her to expect, that he would flat- 
ter her, by advising her to desist from indulging such 
chimeras of her imagination. But, how greatly was 
Instead of wasting his eloquence, by 


lendeavoring to administer the balm of consolation, he 
| made the simple, though correct reply, ‘I never sup- 
! 
| 
| 


posed you to be a christian.” What a change ensued! 


instead of her saint-like appearance, with her eyes cast 


became contracted, her whole soul burst forth in dread- 
ful imprecations upon her brother! X.Y.2Z, 


She represented herself 
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| CALVINISM DISGUISED, 

Mr. Bowen,—If the following remarks are admissa- 
ible, you will gratify the feelings of a friend by giving 
\them publicity. I am fully persuaded in my own mind 
| that no man, in moments of sober reflection, will con- 
jtend for any tenet of doctrine unless he be first con- 
| vinced of its divine origin, and consequent importance 
to mankind. Some of your correspondents [and I hope 
vell meaning people} seem to be determined that all, 0: 
part of mankind shal] be tormented in the future world. 
But the natural benevolence of their hearts incessantly 


pleading for mercy upon the unfortunate sufferers, has 
induced these champions of future misery to prescribe 
bounds to its duration. What is this but disguised 
Calvinism? For one, | must say, I can see buta sha- 
dow of difference between this system, so far as it hae 
been delineated in your columns, and the unrighteous 
and cruel scheme of John Calvin himself. The one 
contended, for che misery of a part in the future world 
'and so does the other. The one labors to justify t! 
Almighty in makir~ his creatures miserable, where they 
But why have 
not the advocates of future misery couched some argu 


are not sinners, and so does the other, 


ments in language of divine testimony? I am seriously 
inclined to think it is fer the same reason that the West- 
minster divines used no scripture language in their 
covenant of grace ;* because they could find none to 
justify their limited views. Then I would ask, is not 
this doctrine of future misery generated by the same 
spirit that infuenced the pious reformer, Calvin, in the 
execution of Servetus? Perhaps some one will answer, 
No; it was the spirit of pure benevolence that gave 
rise to this doctrine, and it is the practical effect that it 
is calculated to produce which makes it important to 
mankind, and induces us to preach it. Now sir, if ! 
have any knowledge of my feelings, I have no dispces 
tion to misunderstand or misrepresent the views of n v 
brethren who differ from me in their religious sent:- 
ments; but with my limited powers of perception, } 
cannot conceive of any other practical effect, as the 
fruit of the above doctrine, except downrig!it hypoeri 
sy. It is the goodness of God that leadeth to sincere 
repentance, but the fear of his vengeance in the future 
world is calculated to destroy the exercise of the judy- 
ment, and induce to the profession of vital religion, 
while an escape from his burning wrath is the only ob- 
ject in view. 

My serious and deliberate reflections upon the suh- 
ject of * future misery,’ have led me to the above con- 
clusions. If lam in an error, may the lamp of divine 
truth enlighten my darkened understanding. And if 
any of your correspondents should relieve my mind 
from its present unfavorable opinion of the above doc- 
'trine, it shall be publicly acknowledged ; I therefore 
| close for the present, fearing that | may take up room 
|that might be more profitably occupied. EUSEBIUS. 





ee 





* The covevant which God made with the Fathers 
| was expressed in the following words—**And in thee, 
jand in thy seed, shail all the nations ;—all the familie-; 
j;—and all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” ‘Ihe 
| Westminster divines covenant in the following. “God 
ihaving, out of his mere good pleasure elected some to 
leverlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to 
| deliver ‘hem out ofa state of sin’ and misery, and to 
bring them into a state of salvation by a Redeemer.”’ 





MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Joseph G. Bacon to Miss Plizabeth 
Lodge. Mr. James Graves to Miss Hannah Sylvesier. 
Mr. Jobn Graves, forwerly of Portsmouth, to Miss Ve- 
lia Smith, of Methuen. 

DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Anthony Gowing, aged 56. 

In Woodwich, Me. Mrs. Martha Stinson, aged 54, 
| wife of Capt. John R. Stinson, and daughter of the late 
David Tilden, Esq. of this town. 


The Golden Calf 


UST Published, **A Sermon, delivered in the 2d 

Universalist Meeting House, in Boston, on the Ey- 
jing of the fourth Sabbath in Pebruary, 1822. By 
' Hosea Ballou, Pastor.” Price 12 1-2 cents single, 
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POET’S CORNER. 


SELECTED. 








RULES FOR THE HEART AND THE 
UNDERSTANDING. 


© son of nature? Jet self-culture be 

The object of thy earliest toils : as yet 

Thy lamp burns bright—thy day shines gloriously — 
Thou canst net labor when thy sun is set ! 


Would’st thou the unseen Spirit see : 
First learn to know thyself; and He 
Will then be shadowed forth in thee. 


God is a spirit through creation’s whole, 
As in the mortal tenement—the soul. 


The sun that gives the world its fairest light 
Is not yon orb welcomed by the morning hour, 
And by the eve expelled ;—it is the power 
Of an enlightening conscience pure and bright. 


Mark where thou standest Grst,and whence thou'rt come 
And whither goest, and strait speed thee home. 


The wo fo come, the wo tuat’s gone, 
Philosophy thinks calmly one 
But show me the philosopher 
Who calmly bears the woes that are. 


How wise is he who marks the fleeting day 
By acts of virtue as it rolls away! 


Be all thy views right forward, clear, and even : 
The straightest line the soonest leads to heaven. 


Thou would’st count all things, proud philosophy, 
Now measure space and weigh eternity ! 


First purify thy heart: then light thy mind 

With wisdom’s lamp, and thou pure bliss shalt find. 
The most perverted spirit has greatness in it, 

The very savage bears a heart that’s noble. 

Virtue, thou loveliest of all lovely things, 

From modesty apart no more is fair; 

And when her graceful veil aside she flings, 

(Like ether opened to th’ intrusive air) 

Loses her sweetest charms and stands a cypher there. 
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OBJECTIONS TO UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN- | 
ITY CONSIDERED, 


(Continued from page 128.) 





2. I proceed to another objection, and one which 
probably weighs more with multitudes than any other. 
It is this, that our doctrine respecting Christ takes from 
the sinner the only ground of hope. It is said contin- 
vally by our opponents, ‘We and all men are sinners 
by our very nature, and infinitely guilty before God.— 
The sword of divine justice hangs over us, and hell 
opens beneath us; and where shall we find a refuge, 
but in an infinite Saviour? We want an infinite atone- 
ment; and in depriving us of this, you rob us of our 
hope, you tear from the scriptures the only doctrine 
which meets our wants. We may burn our bibles, if 
your interpretation be true, for our case is desperate ; 
we are lost forever.” In such warm and wild language, 
altogether unwarranted by scripture, yet exceedingly 
fitted to work on common and terror-stricken minds, 
our doctrine is constantly assailed. 

Now to this declamation, for such we esteem it, we 
oppose one plain request. Show us, we say, a single 
passage in the bible in which we are told, that the sin 
of man is infinite, and needs an infinite atonement.— 
We find not one. Not even a whisper of this doctrine 
‘comes to us from the sacred writers. Let us stop a 
moment and weigh fhis doctrine. It teaches us, that 
man, although created by God a frail, erring, and im- 








perfect being, and even created with an irresistible pro- 
pensity to sin, is yet regarded by his Creator as an in- 
finite offender, meriting infinite punishment for his ear- 





Heat transgressions; and that he is doomed to endless 
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torment, unless an infinite Saviour appear for his rescue. 
And what man, we ask, has (he courage to charge on 
our benevolent and righteous Parent, this merciless and 
iniquitous government of his creasures. ‘Tell us not 
that Unitarianism cuts off the sinner’s hope; for it God 
be what this system teaehes, we see Do hope for saint 
or sinner, for men or angels. Under such a Sovereign 
every one’s prospects grow black; every heart may 


well shudder. We maintain, that man is not created: 


in a condition which makes an infinite atonement ne- 
cessary ; ner do we believe that any creature can fall 
into a condition, from which God may not deliver him 
without this rigid expedient. Surely, if an infinite sat- 
isfaction to justice were indispensible to our salvation, 
if God took on him human nature for the very purpose 
of offering it, and if this fact constitutes the peculiar glo- 
ry, the life and essence, and the saving efficacy of the 
gospel, we must find it expressed clearly, definitely, in 
at least one passage in the bible. But not one, we re- 
peat it, can be found there. We maintain further, that 
this dectrine of God becoming a victim and sacrifice 
f r his own rebellious subjects, is as irrational as it is un- 
scriptural. We have always supposed that atonement, 
if necessary, was to be made éo, not by, the Soverign, 
who has been offended; and we cannot conceive a 
more unlikely method of vindicating lis authority, than 


that he himself should beur the punishment which is, 


due to transgressors of his laws. We have another ob- 
jection. Jf an infinite atonement be necessary, and if, 
consequently, none but God can make it, we see not 
but that God must become a sufferer, must take upon 
himself our pain and woe; a thought from which a pi- 


ous mind shrinks with horror. To escape this difficul- | 


ty, we are told, that Christ suffered as man, not as God; 
but if man only suffered, if only a human and finite 
mind suffered, if Christ, as God, was perfectly happy 
on the cross, and bore only a short and Jimited pain in 
his human nature, where, we ask, was the infinite 
atonement? Where is the boasted hope, which this 
doctrine is said to give to the sinner? 

The objection, that there is no bope for the sinner, 
unless Christ be the infinite God, amazes us. Surely if 
we have a Father in heaven, of injinile goodness and 
power, we need no other infinile person, to save us.— 
The common doctrine disparages and dishonors the only 
true God, our Father, as if, without the help of a sec- 
ond and a third divinity, equal to himself, he could not 
restore bis frail creature, man. We have not the cour- 
age ofour brethren. With the scriptures in our hands, 
with the solemn attestations which they contain to the 
divine Unity, and to Christ’s dependence, we dare not 
give to the God and Father of Jesus, any equal or rival 
in the glory of originating our redemption, or of accom- 
plishing it by underived and infinite power.—Are we 
asked, as we sometimes are, what is our hope, if Christ 
be not the supreme God? We answer, it is the bound- 
less and almighty goodness of kis Father and our Fath- 
er; a goodness, which cannot require an infinite atone- 
ment for the sins of a frai] and limited creature. God's 
essential and unchangeable mercy, not Christ’s infinity, 
is the scriptural foundation of a sinner’s hope. In the 
scriptures, our heavenly Father is always represented 
as the sole original, spring, and first cause of our salva- 
tion ; and let no one presume to divide his glory with 
another. That Jesus came to save us, we owe entirely 
to the Father’s benevolent appointment. That Jesus 
is perfectly adequate to the work of our salvation, is to 
be believed, not because he is himself the supreme God, 
but because the supreme and unerring God selected, 
cotnmissioned, and empowered him for this office. That 
his death is an important means of our salvation, we 
gratefully acknowledge; but ascribe its efficacy to the 
merciful disposition of God towards the human race. 
To build the hope of pardon on the independent and 
infinite sufficiency of Jesus Christ, is to build on an un- 
scriptual and false foundation ; for Jesus teaches us, 
that of himself he can do nothing; that all power is 
ginen to him by his Father; and tiiat he is a proper ob- 
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ject of trust, because he came not of himself, or to de 
his own will, but because the Father sent him. We 
indeed lean on Christ, but it is because he is **a corner. 
stone, chosen by God, and laid by God in Zion.” Goda 
forgiving love, declared to mankind by Jesus Christ, 
and exercised through him, is the foundation of hope te 
the penitent, on which we primarily rest, and a firmer 
the universe cannot furnish us. 

3. We now proceed to another objection. We are 
charged with expectiug lo be saved by works and not by 
grace. This charge may easily be despatched, and a 
more groundlces one cannot easily be imagined. We 
indeed attach great importance to christian works, or 
christian obedience, believing that a practice or life, 
conformed to the precepts and examples of Jesus, is 
the great end for which faith in him is required, and is 
the great condition on which everlasting life is bestow- 
ed. We are accustomed to speak highly of the virtues 
land improvements of a true christian, rejecting with 
abhorrence the idea, that they are no better than the 
outward Jewish righteousness, which the prophet call- 
led “filthy rags; and maintaining with the apostle, 
that they are “in the sight of God, of great price.”°— 
| We believe that holiness or virtue is the very image ot 
| God in the human soul, a ray of his brightness, the best 
‘gift which he communicates to his creatures, the highest 
benefit which Christ came to confer, the only impor- 
ltant and lasting distinction between man and man.— 
Still we always and earnestly maintain, that no human 
virtue, no human obedience, can give a legal claim, 2 
right by merit, to the Jight and immortality brought to 
‘light by Christ. We see and mourn over the deficien- 
cies, broken resolutions, and mixed motives of the best 
| men. We always «firm, that God’s grace, benignity, 
\free kindness, is needed by the most advanced chris- 
l tian, and that to this alone we owe the promise in the 
| sospel, of full remission and everlasting happiness to 
ithe penitent. None speak of mercy more constantly 
'than we. One of our distinctions is, that we magnify 
this lovely attribute of the Deity. One of our strong 
| objections to Calvinism is, that it subverts God's grace, 
annihilates his forgiving goodness, by tcaching that an 
‘infinite substitute is provided for guilty men, in whom 
their sins, instead of being pardoned, are fully and infi- 
nitely punished. So accustomed are we to insist on 
the infinity ef God's grace and mercy, that our adver- 
saries often charge us with forgetting his justice; and 
yet it is objected to us, that, renouncing grace, we ap- 
peal to justice, and build our hope on the abundance 
of our merit! (To be continued.) 

+o 
Something New under the Sun. 


An examination of an extraordinary nature, took 
place at the Court-House, in this town, on Tuesday 
last, before Justice Tucker. Five persons of the Qua- 
ker denomination, belonging to Lynn, were arraigned 
before the Justice, charged with riotous and disorderly 
conduct, on the preceding Sabbath, at the Quaker 
House of Worship, in Lynn. It appeared, that some 
of the persons thus charged, had, in consequence of cir- 
cumstances connected with a schism, which we regret 
io learn has some time prevailed among the Friends, 
(with the nature of which we are not fully acquainted) 
been read out, or dismissed from the Society ; that not- 
withstanding this, they continue to attend the meetings, 
and to take the seats appropriated for the elders and 
speakers, contrary to the regulations of the Society. On 
the last Sabbath, three or four of them entered the high 
seats, were ordered to leave them, and on their refus- 
ing, were actually taken by force and carried out of 
the house. It also appeared, that one of the persons 
charged, an elderly, sedate, and respectable looking 
Quaker, actually entered the house of worship with a 
Sword hanging at his side/! He also was put out of 
the house, but did not attempt to make use of his dead- 
ly weapon. ‘These are some of the principal facts of 
the case, and it would be improper to say more, till 
their trial takes place, next month, before the Court of 
Common Pleas at Ipswich, for their appearance at 
which, they were ordered to enter into recognizance. 
The defendants declining to give bonds, have all been 
committed to the Gaol in this town, to await their trial. 

Salem Register. 

















